
The Northern Mariner / Le marin du nord

Volume 33, Number 1 

(Spring/Printemps 2023)

CONTENTS

Articles
Benjamin Schaffer,  A “Small Vessel of Brisk Bostoneers”: The Life and Times 

of the Massachusetts Province Sloop Mary, c. 1688-1693 /1
Craig S. Chapman, Force Projection in the Time of Scurvy: The Destruction of 

the 1740-42 West Indies Expedition /27
Ian Yeates, Admiral Jellicoe Goes to Sea: The Naval Mission and the Ambition 

for an “Imperial Royal Navy” /43

Book Reviews
Quentin Barry, From Ushant To Gibraltar: The Channel Fleet 1778-1783 by 

Jim Gallen  /81
Malcolm Batten, Shipping on the Thames and the Port of London during the 

1940s to 1980s, a Pictorial History by Ian Dew /82
Erika Behrisch, Discovery, Innovation, and the Victorian Admiralty: Paper 

Navigators by Mark Klobas  /85
David K. Brown, Atlantic Escorts: Ships, Weapons, and Tactics in World War II 

by Charles Ross Patterson II  /87
Jo Byrne, Beyond Trawlertown: Memory, Life and Legacy in the Wake of the 

Cod Wars by Louis Arthur Norton  /89
Neil P. Chatelain, Defending the Arteries of Rebellion. Confederate Naval 

Operations in the Mississippi River Valley, 1861-1865 by Jim Hughey  /91
Michael John Claringbould. Pacific Profiles Volume Eight: IJN Floatplanes in 

the South Pacific 1942-1944 by Charles Ross Patterson II  /94
Peter R. Dawes, Expedition Relics from High Arctic Greenland – Eight decades 

of exploration history told through 102 objects by Ingo Heidbrink  /96
Veronica della Dora, Where Light in Darkness Lies. The Story of the Lighthouse 



ii The Northern Mariner / Le marin du nord

by James Risk  /98
Stefan Dramiński, The Aircraft Carrier Hiryū: Anatomy of the Ship by Charles 

Ross Patterson II  /100
John Fairley, The Royal Navy in Action. Art from Dreadnought to Vengeance by 

Jan Drent  /102
James Goulty, Naval Eyewitnesses: The Experiences of War 1939-45 by David 

H. Gray  /103
John D. Grainger, The British Navy in Eastern Waters. The Indian and Pacific 

Oceans by Michael Razer  /105
Peter Hore, Bletchley Park’s Secret Source: Churchill’s Wrens and the Y Service 

in World War II by Brian Bertosa  /106
Christoph Irmscher and Richard J. King (eds.), Audubon at Sea. The Coastal 

and Transatlantic Adventures of John James by Ian Dew  /108
Ryan Tucker Jones, Red Leviathan: The Secret History of Soviet Whaling by Jan 

Drent  /111
J.E. Kaufmann and H.W. Kaufmann, Fortress Europe: From Stone to Steel 

Fortifications 1850-1945 by Chris Madsen  /114
Jack Kelly, Valcour. The 1776 Campaign that Saved the Cause of Liberty by 

Louis Arthur Norton  /117
Alston Kennerly, Bullen’s Voyages. The Life of Frank T. Bullen: Sailor, Whaler, 

Author by Michael Toth  /119
John G. Langley, Canadian Confederate Cruiser: The Story of the Steamer 

Queen Victoria by Brian P. Anthony  /121
Daniel MacCannell, Coastal Defences of the British Empire in the Revolutionary 

& Napoleonic Eras by Mark Klobas  /124
John R. McKay, Surviving the Arctic Convoys. The Wartime Memoirs of Leading 

Seaman Charlie Erswell by Michael Razer  /125
Chris McNab, Dreadnoughts and Super-Dreadnoughts by Rob Dienesch  /127
John F. Messer, A Scottish Blockade Runner in the American Civil War: Joaness 

Wyllie of the Steamer Ad-Vance by Louis Arthur Norton  /129
Venner F. Milewski, Jr., Fighting Ships of the U.S. Navy 1883-2019, Vol. One, 

Part Two – Aircraft Carriers, Escort Carriers by Charles Ross Patterson II 
 /131

Andrew Norman, Bound for the East Indies: Halsewell - Shipwreck that Gripped 
the Nation by Jacob Bart Hak  /133

Michal A. Piegzik, The Darkest Hour. Volume 1: The Japanese Offensive in the 
Indian Ocean by Greg Swinden  /135

Douglas Porch, Defeat and Division: France at War, 1939-1942 by Chris 
Madsen  /136

Stephen P. Roberts, French Warships in the Age of Steam 1859-1914: Design, 



 iii
Construction, Careers and Fates by Chris Madsen  /139

A. E. Rooks, The Black Joke: the true story of one ship’s battle against the slave 
trade by Eric T. Wiberg  /142

Gene Eric Salecker. Destruction of the Steamboat Sultana. The Worst Maritime 
Disaster in American History by Michael Razer  /144

Anna Sergi, Alexandria Reid, Luca Storti, and Marleen Easton, Ports, Crime 
and Security: Governing and Policing Seaports in a Changing World by Chris 
Madsen  /145

Douglas V. Smith, Carrier Battles: Command Decisions in Harm’s Way by 
Charles Ross Patterson II  /148

Jeremy Stoke, More Lives Than a Ship’s Cat. The Most Highly Decorated 
Midshipman in the Second World War by Louis Arthur Norton  /150

Colin Thubron, The Amur River: Between Russia and China by John S. Sledge 
 /154

Steven Ujifusa, Barons of the Sea, and Their Race to Build the World’s Fastest 
Clipper Ship by Timothy J. Demy /

Michael A. Verney, A Great and Rising Nation: Naval Exploration and Global 
Empire in the Early US Republic by Anthony Peebler  /157

Michael Fredholm von Essen. The Hunt for the Storozhevoy: The 1975 Soviet 
Navy Mutiny in the Baltic by Jan Drent /159

Matthew Willis, Royal Navy Torpedo-Bombers vs Axis Warships 1939-45 by 
Chris Madsen  /163

Editorial
I am very happy to introduce the first issue of 2023, which contains three 

interesting and well-argued research articles and a bevy of book reviews. The 
three articles are diverse in terms of aim and focus, but are loosely united by one 
overarching theme: they all explore aspects of British imperial history. Interestingly, 
the authors of each article offer important challenges and correctives to the 
established historiographies surrounding their topics. 

The first article, “A ‘Small Vessel of Brisk Bostoneers’: The Life and Times 
of the Massachusetts Province Sloop Mary, c. 1688-1693,” by Benjamin Schaffer 
explores the relatively unknown history and impact of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony’s provincial naval sloop Mary and its crew. This article was awarded the 
North American Society for Ocean History’s Clark G. Reynolds Student Paper 
Award, which is provided each year to the author of the best paper by a graduate 
student or students delivered at the society’s annual conference. Schaffer argues 
that the provincial navies of the English colonies in the Americas have not received 
the attention from historians that they warrant. He takes the reader through Mary’s 
involvement in a wide array of “transatlantic dramas ranging from the Glorious 
Revolution to the Golden Age of Piracy to the Salem Witchcraft Trials” providing a 
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rare maritime lens through which to view these major historical events. Schaffer’s 
article reveals much about how colonial governments managed their naval defenses, 
examines the “oft-ignored role that provincial naval warfare played in the formation 
of the English Atlantic world,” and reveals how these forces and initiatives laid the 
foundation for a colonial navy.

In “Force Projection in the Time of Scurvy: The Destruction of the 1740-42 West 
Indies Expedition,” Craig S. Chapman recounts the large-scale British expedition 
to Cartagena de Indias during the War of Jenkins’ Ear, which resulted in 13,000-
15,000 deaths and absolutely no gains. Chapman points out that the expedition must 
go down as “one of Britain’s greatest military fiascos” and serves as “a cautionary 
tale about the difficulties of mounting an overseas enterprise in the early modern 
era.” Chapman makes an important contribution to the limited historiography on 
the expedition by examining how such a powerful offensive could have failed so 
disastrously. Using a careful examination of muster records, he challenges previous 
interpretations which emphasized that “the army’s slow proceedings dragged on too 
long, allowing tropical disease, mostly yellow fever, to ravage the ranks and force 
a withdrawal.” Chapman’s analysis convincingly highlights the “two most decisive 
factors in the British failure at Cartagena: misconceptions about tropical illnesses 
and poor military leadership.”

Finally, in “Admiral Jellicoe Goes to Sea: The Naval Mission and the Ambition 
for an ‘Imperial Royal Navy,’” Ian Yeates examines the role that Admiral Sir John 
Jellicoe’s 1919 Naval Mission to India, Australia, New Zealand, and Canada played 
in the development of each dominion navy. Historians have long dismissed the 
value and impact of Jellicoe’s mission. Yeates, however, argues that the mission 
was “significant” and an “important milestone” in the development of the Royal 
Canadian Navy, the Royal Australian Navy, and the Royal New Zealand Navy. After 
each visit, Jellicoe prepared reports detailing how local navies should be established 
to aid the Royal Navy in imperial defence. Yeates explains that although officials 
in Canberra, Wellington, and Ottawa did not immediately follow Jellicoe’s advice, 
the basic principles and concepts he outlined, particularly on organization, training, 
equipment, and interoperability, went on to provide the foundations for the Second 
World War and postwar dominion navies. While the close imperial partnership 
envisioned by Jellicoe and other Royal Navy officials “was not achieved in fact,” 
the admiral’s mission helped to ensure that it was “effectively accomplished in 
practice and spirit.”

We have a lot of great content lined up for the next few issues. I think we have 
a good chance of catching up to our publication schedule in the coming months. 
If you have an article, research note, commentary, or review essay that you are 
interested in publishing, I urge you to submit as soon as possible. 

All the best, 
Peter Kikkert
Editor, The Northern Mariner


