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Editorial
 

Alicia Caporaso, who wears three hats as a member of NASOH’s Council, 
NASOH’s Student Committee, and this journal’s editorial board, recruited and 
edited the first article in the present number. Alicia provided the following 
introduction: 

When I attend NASOH’s annual conference, I pay particular attention 
to the student presentations and identify those for which the quality of 
scholarship and the scope of the paper could be readily transformed 
into a top-quality publication for our journal. Kimberly Breyfogle 
presented her paper, “Rudder Form in Inland and Oceangoing Dutch 
Merchantmen of the 17th Century,” at the 2023 NASOH conference 
in San Diego, CA, and was one of the best student papers presented 
that year (one of several students who attended for the first time, from 
Texas A&M University, brought by their professor Kevin Crisman). I 
contacted Kimberly right after the conference, asking her if she was 
interested in submitting her paper, and she immediately said yes.
 As an archaeologist and a woman, I especially like to identify 
other young women archaeologists to contribute – I think our journal 
could use more of us! Kimberly was a joy to work with, and I couldn’t 
be happier with the final article. I think our readers will love it. 
The CNRS’s Matthew’s Award committee was indeed impressed. On 24 

May at the society’s annual conference held in Port Hope, ON, the committee 
recognized Kimberly’s work with an honourable mention in the “Best Article” 
category for publications in 2024. “Kimberly Breyfogle tackles a specialized 
but fascinating subject in prose that is accessible to those  of us not schooled 
in the technical aspects of naval architecture, an achievement all the more 
noteworthy for her being a ‘new’ scholar.”

Michael Whitby, a Matthews Award-winning contributor to the journal 
since its early days in 1992, returns with “Challenge, Planning, Execution: The 
Seaward Defence of the Assault Area off Normandy, 6-14 June 1944.”  The 
piece features important new research on the naval aspects of the Normandy 
landings and the liberation of France, a topic on which he has long been a 
leading authority.

The final article is the concluding part of Roy Fenton and Hugh Murphy’s 
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history of Scottish shipowner Andrew Weir’s Bank Line, the first part of 
which appeared in the previous issue of the journal (vol. 34 no. 3 (Autumn 
2024): 373-414).  The present piece illuminates the broader decline of British 
shipping and ship-building in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century 
on the basis of a thorough exploration of company records, including online 
sources available from the UK government’s Companies House.

The present issue is the last of three undertaken by the guest editors in 
preparation for Michael Moir, our new editor, taking the helm for volume 35. It 
has truly been a team effort, with Michael pitching in as he has done for years; 
Alicia Caporaso is another stalwart, as is Pete Kikkert, the past editor, who 
has continued to help. Our welcome new book review editors, Jean-Michel 
Turcotte and Melissa Davidson, have hit the ground running, delivering first 
class packages of reviews to tight deadlines. As always publication ultimately 
depends on another stalwart, our ever capable and willing production editor 
Walter Lewis.

Roger Sarty and Richard Gimblett, guest editors
 


