
About the Contributors

Jean E. Buhler is a retired naval architect/marine engineer who worked at the 
Miami Shipbuilding Corporation before, during, and after World War II. He was the lead 
architect in the development of successive versions of 63-foot Air Sea Rescue Boats for 
the United States and its allies during World War II.  A graduate of the University of 
Michigan in 1941, he was a consultant for the Hollywood film  “They Were Expendable” 
and received the Distinguished Service Award from the Society of Naval Architects and 
Marine Engineers.  He is the author of “From Hyacinths to Hydrofoils: The Saga of the 
Miami Shipbuilding Corporation,” (unpublished, copyrighted 2002). 

Evelyn M. Cherpak is curator of the Naval Historical Collection, the Naval War 
College Library's  archives and special collections division. She received her Ph.D. in 
history from the University of North Carolina and has published over thirty historical and 
bibliographical articles. She is the editor of A Diplomat's Lady in Brazil: Selections from 
the  Diary  of  Mary  Robinson Hunter,  1834-1848,  published  in  2001 by the  Newport 
Historical Society, and  The Memoirs of Admiral H. Kent Hewitt, issued in 2004 by the 
Naval War College Press.

Michael Crawford is head of the Early History Branch of the Naval  Historical 
Center, in Washington, D.C. He holds the Ph.D. from Boston University and is the editor 
of  two  major  historical  documentary  series,  Naval  Documents  of  the  American 
Revolution and  The  Naval  War  of  1812:  A  Documentary  History.  He  co-edited  the 
previous NASOH proceedings volume,  The Early Republic and the Sea: Essays on the  
Naval and Maritime History of the Early United States (2001). 

William  S.  Dudley is  the  former  director  of  the  Naval  Historical  Center, 
Washington, D.C. He holds the Ph.D. degree in history from Columbia University and 
was Editor,  The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History, Vol. 1. Washington, D.C.: 
Naval  Historical  Center  (1985);  Co-editor,  Vol.  2.  (1992);  and  Series  Editor,  Vol.  3 
(2002). Editor, James Fenimore Cooper’s Ned Myers, or a Life Before the Mast (1989); 
Author, “The War of 1812 and Postwar Expansion,” in  Encyclopedia of the American 
Military, ed. John E. Jessup, 3 vols. (1994); and Co-editor of The Early Republic and the 
Sea: Essays on the Naval and Maritime History of the Early United States (2001).  He is
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the author of the essay on the United States Navy in published Oxford University Press’s 
Encyclopedia of Maritime History, 4 vols. (2007). 

Charles  Dana  Gibson is  a  veteran  of  U.S.  Merchant  Marine  and  the  Army 
Transportation Corps during World War II. He, with the assistance of his wife, E. Kay 
Gibson, is the author of The Army's Navy Series which includes such titles as  Assault  
and Logistics: Union Army Coastal and River Operations, 1861-1866 and Over Seas: U.  
S. Army Maritime Operations 1898 Through the Fall  of the Philippines. 

Donald R. Hickey is longtime professor of history at Wayne State College in 
Nebraska. He holds the Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.  He has held concurrent 
visiting appointments at  the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College and the 
Naval War College.  A student of the early American republic and American military 
history, he is best known for his work on the War of 1812, most notably The War of 1812: 
A Forgotten Conflict (1989) and  Don't  Give Up the Ship! Myths of  the War of  1812 
(2006).

Fred Hopkins is professor of history emeritus at the University of Baltimore 
where he taught courses on the War of 1812, maritime archaeology, maritime history, and 
Chesapeake  colonial  history.  He  earned  his  doctorate  at  the  University of  Maryland. 
While at the University of Baltimore, he published three books and over thirty articles 
mostly on Chesapeake maritime history. He worked on the underwater archaeology teams 
that excavated Commodore Joshua Barney's 1812 Chesapeake Flotilla, Wm. Claiborne's 
17th century settlement on Kent  Island,  the 1798 wreck of HMS DeBraak at  Lewes, 
Delaware,  the  1920 wreck of  Gen. J.  A.  Dumont in  the  Severn River,  and the WWI 
Emergency Fleet Corporation hulks at Mallows Bay on the Potomac River. 

Peter Lesher is curator of collections for Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, St. 
Michaels,  Maryland,  where  he  has  worked  since 1991.  He  graduated from Lafayette 
College, holds a master's degree in history from Columbia University, and attended the 
Munson Institute for American Maritime Studies.  His recent publications include articles 
in  Maryland  Historical  Magazine and  several  entries  in  the  Encyclopedia  of  Yacht  
Designers.

D

Maurice Melton is associate professor of history at Albany State University in 
Albany, Georgia and editor of The Journal of South Georgia History.  He began writing 
on  Civil  War  naval  history  with  hiss  first  book,  The  Confederate  Ironclads (1969). 
Currently,  he  is  working on a  study of  the Confederate  naval  squadron at  Savannah, 
Georgia, and on the role of pilots in the South’s maritime trade.
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James  Mockford is  Software  Quality  Engineer  at  Wacom  Technology 
Corporation  in  Vancouver,  Washington.   He  was  formerly Executive  Director  of  the 
Japan-America Society of the State of Washington and instructor of Japanese language. 
He serves on the Advisory Council of the Gray’s Harbor Seaport Authority, operators of 
the tall ship Lady Washington at Aberdeen, Washington. He contributed the essay “The 
Lady Washington in Kushimoto, Japan, in 1791” in the NASOH proceedings, The Early 
Republic and the Sea (2001).

Steve Mullins is associate professor of History at Central Queensland University, 
Rockhampton, Australia. His principal research interest is maritime history, with special 
reference to colonial impacts, post-coloniality and resource management. He researches 
and publishes  in  Torres  Strait  history and contemporary issues,  Australian South Sea 
Islander  history  and  contemporary  issues,  and  maritime  and  coastal  environmental 
history.   He  is  the  General  Editor  of  The Great  Circle,  the  journal  of  the  Australian 
Association for Maritime History. 

Warren C. Riess is research associate professor of History and Marine Sciences, 
University of  Maine.  He has been the principal  investigator/director of  the Penobscot 
Expedition,  Boon Island,  and  Ronson ship archaeology projects.  He  is  the  author  of 
“Maine, the First Twenty-five Years,” Handbook of American Maritime Archaeology, ed. 
J. Barstad, Plenum Press, 2002, 29-41;  Angel Gabriel: The Elusive English Galleon: its  
History and the Search for its  Remains;  with Kathleen Galligan,  “New England” and 
“Guns,”  Encyclopedia  of  Contemporary  American  Culture,  eds. R.  Gregg  and  G. 
McDonogh,  Rutledge  Press,  London,  2001;  with  Geoffrey  Daniel,  "Evaluation  of 
Preservation Efforts for the Revolutionary War Privateer Defence," International Journal  
of Nautical Archaeology, 26.4, 1997, 330-338; and "Penobscot Expedition" and "Ronson 
Ship," British Museum Encyclopedia of Maritime and Underwater Archaeology,  ed. J. 
Delgado, Yale University Press, 1997.

Donald  G.  Shomette is  an  independent  writer,  historian,  and  underwater 
archaeologist  who  lives  in  southern  Maryland.  His  more  recent  publications  include 
Shipwrecks,  Sea  Raiders,  and  the  Maryland  Delmarva  Coast,  1632-2004  (2007); 
Maritime Alexandria (Virginia):  The Rise of  an American Entrepot (2003);  Tidewater 
Time Capsule:  History Beneath the  Patuxent  (1995);  and The Hunt  for the  HMS De 
Braak: Legend and Legacy (1993).

Gene Allen Smith is  professor  of  early American  history at  Texas  Christian 
University.   He received his Ph.D. from Auburn University (1991) and is author of a 
number of books, including Thomas ap Catesby Jones: Commodore of Manifest Destiny 
(2000), an edited reprint of Arsène Lacarrière Latour's Historical Memoir of the War in  
West Florida and Louisiana in 1814-15 (1999), and with Frank Owsley, Jr.,  Filibusters 
and  Expansionists:   Jeffersonian  Manifest  Destiny,  1800-1821 (1997).   Currently  he 
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focuses  on  politics,  frontier  expansion,  and  naval  and  maritime  history  during  the 
revolutionary era and early republic.

Stephen Svonavec is assistant professor of history at Middle Georgia College, 
Cochran, Georgia. He earned his doctoral degree in history at Texas A&M University. He 
has won three teaching awards for his work in the classroom. Dr. Svonavec has published 
numerous encyclopedia articles and a book review in the Canadian Journal of History.

Frank Uhlig, Jr. is former senior editor of the U.S. Naval Institute and more 
recently was publisher of  the  Naval War College Review,  U.S. Naval  War College.  A 
graduate of Kenyon College, Uhlig served in the Navy during 1945-46. He is the editor 
of Vietnam: The Naval Story (1986) and author of How Navies Fight: The U.S. Navy and 
its Allies in World War II (1993). 

Richard  H.  Warner is  a  professor  emeritus  of  history at  Mary Washington 
College, Fredericksburg, Virginia, where he specialized in Russian naval and maritime 
history  in  the  age  of  Peter  the  Great.  He  is  co-editor  of  Boon  Island,  including 
Contemporary Accounts of the Wreck of the Nottingham Galley, University Press of New 
England, 1996. He has published an article on Deane in the New Dictionary of National  
Biography, Oxford University Press, 2002. He is preparing John Deane’s “History of the 
Russian Fleet under Peter the Great” and his reports and correspondence from Russia for 
re-publication by the Navy Records Society. He is presently writing a biography entitled 
John Deane: Mercenary, Diplomat, and Spy and has recently completed a novel entitled 
The Wreck of the Nottingham Galley. This article will appear in the appendix of the novel. 
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